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Mission Statement
St. John the Evangelist’s Religious Education program helps to
support parents in their position as the primary catechists of their children.
By the guidance of the Holy Spirit, our goal is to provide direction and information to help parents in the religious, moral, and spiritual formation of their
children through nurturing, engaging, and faith-filled environments and
materials. Through the cooperative effort of parents, catechists, and students,
our children will grow and deepen their Christian faith and identity, and
build a strong and lasting relationship with Jesus Christ.

Participation Forms and Fees
All children are welcome.
Registrations are available in the office or on the website. Participation fees are as follows: $45 per child, $80 for two or more children
before June 1st, or $55.00 per child, $100.00 for two or more after.
Cash or check only, please.
Catechists’ children do not need to pay the participation fee. If you
are new to the parish, please call the Parish Office and we can assist
you in registration.

Precepts of the Church
1.

You shall attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation

2.

You shall confess your sins at least once a year.

3.

You shall humbly receive your Creator in Holy Communion at least during
the Easter season.

4.

You shall keep holy the holy days of obligation.

5.

You shall observe the prescribed days of fasting and abstinence.

The faithful also have the duty of providing for the material needs of the Church,
each according to his abilities.

The Seven Sacraments

Holy Days of Obligation
November 1, 2019 — All Saints
December 9, 2019 — Immaculate
Conception

1.

Baptism

2.

Confirmation

December 25, 2019 — Christmas

3.

First Eucharist

January 1, 2020 — Solemnity of
Mary, Mother of God

4.

Holy Orders

5.

Matrimony

6.

Confession/Penance

7.

Anointing of the Sick

May 21, 2020 — Ascension of Jesus
August 15, 2020 — Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary

Spiritual Works of Mercy

Corporal Works of Mercy

1.

Counseling the Doubtful

1.

Feed the Hungry

2.

Instructing the Ignorant

2.

Give Drink to the Thirsty

3.

Admonishing the Sinner

3.

Shelter the Homeless

4.

Comforting the Sorrowful

4.

Visit the Sick

5.

Forgiving Injuries

5.

Visit the Prisoners

6.

Bearing Wrongs Patiently

6.

Bury the Dead

7.

Praying for the Living and the
Dead

7.

Give Alms to the Poor

Welcome!
Fr. Pierz, our Religious Education team, and I are excited to invite
you to another year of Religious Education at St. John’s. We are so
thankful that you are here and look forward to a wonderful year of
learning more about Christ and His Church. There is much to be
thankful for!

The mission of St. John’s Religious Education program is to assist
you, the parents and primary catechists of your children, to help
your child develop a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. Studies
show that when parents are involved in their faith, their children
develop a greater appreciation of their faith as well. You are their
first and primary example—do not take it lightly! Your children
follow where you lead them, and live by your example.
To help you in this mission, we will be doing all we can here to
promote good morals and Catholic teachings. I will also be sending home a weekly email (so please be sure your email is updated
and current) to each of you with a synopsis of the materials that
will be covered in your child’s class for you to review with your
child at home. The material is designed to only take 15 minutes of
your time each week.
We will have a regular family Mass at 10:30am on Sunday morning,
and each grade will take turns serving, singing, and greeting. Please
plan to attend, and give your children the opportunity to see you
put your faith into action. Engaging in the Mass weekly is the most
important aspect of our Catholic lives, as the Holy Eucharist is the
source and summit of our faith.
If you are struggling with your faith and need guidance, we are here
for you. Please contact the office. Our office is always open to help
as we are dedicated to the children and families of this parish.
We wish everyone a great year, and look forward to sharing a successful and engaging program with you all. You continue to be in
our prayers.
God Bless,
Claire Riberdy

Back to School Night (Grades Pre K-10)
On September 22nd, 2019 at 6:00pm there will be a “Back to School Night” for
all the parents to come in and meet their children’s Catechist! This is a special
time for you to ask questions and get to know your child’s teachers better—
please leave your children at home.
The first presentation will take place at 6:00pm in your child’s classroom and will
last 15 minutes. There will be a time for questions and conversation. If you have
more than one child, you may then go for another presentation in the next
classroom.
Please plan to attend, as you will receive all the information for your child’s year
of Religious Education on that evening!

First Day of Classes (Grades Pre K-8)
To start our classes off together, we ask that all families attend the 8:00am Mass
on September 8th. There will be special blessings over our Catechists and
families at the end of Mass, and the children will be dismissed to their classes with
their Catechist.

Parents are asked to stay in the church for a brief word from Claire, and to fill out
any outstanding paperwork and/or pay overdue fees.

First Day of Classes (Grades 9-11)
For parents of students in grades 9-11th, we welcome you to join the first 15
minutes of class if you have any questions or concerns, but this time is not
mandatory. We will be accepting registrations and any overdue fees at this time.

Student Evaluations
To increase the communication between our Catechists, you parents, and our
students, we are implementing concrete goals for each grade level to learn here in
our Religious Education program. The students progress will be evaluated three
times per year (once in the beginning, once in the middle, and once at the end of
the year) to show concretely what each student has learned and how they have
progressed in their faith and understanding of the teachings of the Church.
This is not pass/fail, nor will it be “graded.” This is merely a way for us to
evaluate our own teaching standards and methods, and to give you an idea of how
much your child has learned throughout the year.

St. John’s Religious Education Policies
Attendance
Many dedicated parishioners come forward as Catechists and volunteer their time
and talents to teach your children to reflect and understand God’s message. They
rely on you for support and reinforcement from home. Your support plays an
important role in how open your children are to the Religious Education process.
If you are positive and encouraging from home, then the task of a Catechist is
made that much easier.
Attendance is necessary for an effective process. If a student is absent, they can
complete their work at home. It is important to catch up on all that they missed
from class, so that they don’t fall behind the other children.
If your child has missed several consecutive classes, you will be notified of the
absences and will be asked through home study to bring your child up-to-date
with the classes’ progress.
All students should be on time for their designated class time. When everyone is
prompt, we are able to make the most of our time together. We request that your
child enter through the side door, down the steps into the Lower Church. Parents
of preschool age children through 4th grade must accompany their child into the
building for drop off, and all parents must enter the building at pick up.
If your child is absent, we ask you to please call the office at 413-786-8105, ext.
103 at least 24 hours before the start of class and leave a message on the machine
with your child’s full name and grade level and date of absence.

Mass Attendance
Attending Mass with your child is vitally important to their religious education.
Throughout the course of their classes, your children will be learning about the
different parts of the Mass. As the subject will often be brought up, it is difficult
for our Catechists to explain the Mass to your child if they are not regularly attending.

If you, the parent, are unable to attend Mass one week, we have volunteers who
are willing to sit with a group of children at the 10:30am Family Mass so they can
attend. This will ensure that your child will not miss out on the Sacrament, or the
opportunity to see their fellow classmates lector and serve at the Mass, and gives
them the chance to participate as well.
If you do plan to have your child attend Mass with one of our volunteers, please
inform the Director of Religious Education prior to the start of class. You will
still be required to sign your child out after Mass.

St. John’s Religious Education Policies
Registration of Parents
Each parent or legal guardian will provide St. John’s with a registration form on an
annual basis that includes the names of the people who are able to pick up their
child from their class. If someone else is going to be attending to the child, then a
signed and dated note from one of the parents that includes the name of the person who will be picking up the child must be presented to the student’s Religious
Education teacher, or the DRE. That person must be prepared to provide some
sort of identification that includes their name as identified on the notice.
The registration form must also include the name of anyone who is prohibited
from attending to the child at any time. The teacher will never allow the child to
engage with this person on church grounds, and a call will be immediately placed
to the parent.

Drop Off & Pick Up
All children in Pre K through 6th grade will be picked up and dropped off on the
side of the church with a parent where all children drop-offs and pick-ups will
take place. They will then be brought into the lower church by the accompanying
parent. This is to avoid any possibility of a child being hit by an oncoming car and
for a more complete and safe delivery to and from the school.
Once inside, there will be a check in kiosk/teacher there for each family to check
in their children. When the child is picked up, he/she will be escorted by the
teacher to the Parent’s Lounge and the parent will sign up through the kiosk/
teacher, and then proceed out the side door.
Please be prompt in picking up your children. Many of our catechists attend Mass
after classes, and are anxious to be on time.

Discipline
If there is a student that is disrupting the class he/she will be sent immediately to
the office. Any form of misbehavior will not be tolerated. The first time the child
is sent to the office he/she will receive a verbal warning. The second time, the
parents will be called to meet with Ms. Claire, if necessary.

Cancellation of Class
All Religious Education class cancellations will be noted on our Parish Website
(www.stjohnagawam.com), and local WWLP (Ch. 20). This does not mean that
Mass will be cancelled—only Religious Education. If it is a day for your child to
serve/greet at Mass, please come at your discretion.
Information may also be available at the Facebook Page (Friends of St. John the
Evangelist Catholic Parish — Agawam, MA), but this is a volunteer run page so
please check the other sources as well.

St. John’s Religious Education Policies
Fire and Emergency Safety
There will be a fire drill each year. We plan to hold ours on September 22nd.
From the lower church: there will be an announcement of the drill and each
class will be told which door to exit from. Each class will depart the building in an
orderly fashion from the identified door, and calmly and in an organized fashion
proceed across the parking lot to the Pastoral Center gym where each teacher will
then review the names of the children.
From the Pastoral Center: Once informed of the fire drill, proceed out of the
identified doorway and proceed in an orderly fashion to the lawn area by the garage. Once there, roll call will be taken, assuring that all attendees are in place.
In both drills, the classrooms will be informed when to go back to the classroom.

Sacramental Preparation
Please note that for First Communion preparation and Confirmation preparation,
your child must attend scheduled classes at St. John’s, as well as regularly attend
Mass. All children must complete grade one Religious Education before entering
our grade two First Reconciliation/Communion classes, or have a meeting prior
with Claire to prove that they are prepared to receive the Sacraments.
Before a student may receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, he/she must have a
knowledge and understanding of the Faith. This can only be achieved through
ongoing study which begins in grade one and continues through the completion
of the Confirmation Program. If your child has missed a grade, please call the
office to schedule make-up work.

Hall Monitors
There will be hall monitor (s) in the Lower Church and Parish Center during
classroom times. No child is to be allowed to leave the classroom without the
attention of one of the hall monitors. The monitors will be used to care for children removed from classroom, support sick children, attend to outside calls, parental support, or fire drills.

How to Reach Your Child
Should a parent/guardian wish to reach a child during class time then the parent
should contact the Director of Religious Education or the person filling in that
day at 413-786-8105, ext. 103, and the child will be brought to the Religious Education office to respond to the call. Or you can come to the Religious Education
Office and your child will be brought to you.

Grade Pre K & Kindergarten
Catechists:
Isabel Lamkins, Emily Bazunchuk, and Claire Riberdy
Grade Pre K & K creates a curriculum using the Liturgical Calendar.
September
8-Introduction/Creation
15-Introduction to the church/Mass
22-Prayers | (Fire Drill)
29-St. Michael the Archangel/Angels
October
6-St. Francis of Assisi
20-The Bible
27-The Rosary | Giving
November
3-Zacchaeus
17-Being Thankful/Thanksgiving
24-Advent
December
8-St. Nicholas
15-Christmas
January
5-The Magi
12-The Baptism of the Lord
26-Following Jesus (Simon Peter & Andrew are called)
February
2-The Presentation of the Lord
9-St. Valentine
March
1-Lent
8-The Transfiguration
15-The Woman at the Well
22-Sacrifice/Gift
29-Activity | Stations of the Cross (9:30-10:00)
April
5-Holy Week
May
3-Easter
17-Mary
31-Pentecost | Party

Grade 1
Catechists:
Amorlina Allen

Valerie Manning & Tasya Marinak

Grade 1 will be using the Faith and Life Series in their classrooms.
September
8- God the Father
15- Heaven/Sign of the Cross
22-Creator/Angels (Fire Drill)
29-Body/Soul
October
6-Adam & Eve/Grace/Original Sin/Promise of Savior
20-Noah/Abraham/Moses — 10 Commandments
27- Living Rosary (church)
November
2-Retreat (8am-12pm)
3-“Circle of Grace” Program
17-Discipleship/Prayer
24-Communion of Saints
December
8-Annunciation/Visitation/Rosary (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
15-Nativity
January
5-Magi
12-Jesus Grows Up
26-Jesus Begins his Work
February
2-Good News & Bible
9- Speaker
March
1-Stations of the Cross(9:00-9:30) | Activity
8-Miracles/Healing
15-Sacrament/Baptism
22-The Holy Spirit/Blessed Trinity
29-Last Supper/Mass (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
April
5-Passion of Christ
May
3-Resurrection/Assumption
17-Our Mother, Mary
31-The Church/The Great Commission/Ascension

Grade 2
Catechists:
Karen Mellen
Grade 2 will be using the Faith and Life Series in their classroom.
September
8-God/Blessed Trinity
15-Creation/Image of God
22-Angels/The Fall/Original Sin/Baptism (Fire Drill)
29-Obedience (Noah)/Ten Commandments
October
6-Love/Greatest Commandment
20-Asking Forgiveness
27-Living Rosary (church)
November
3-“Circle of Grace” Program
17-Forgiveness of Sins
24-Sacrament of Penance (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
December
8-Making Up for Our Offenses
15-Birth & Life of Christ
January
512-The Good Shepherd
26-Jesus is Always Present/Heaven
February
2-The Holy Mass
9-Speaker
March
1-Activity | Stations of the Cross (9:30-10:00)
8-Parts of the Mass
15-Holy Communion
22-Preparation for Receiving (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
29-Last Supper
April
4-Retreat (8am-12pm) First Communion Rehearsal (12pm-1pm)
5-Crucifixion
May
3-Resurrection
17-The Church/Blessed Virgin Mary/Heaven
31-Pentecost

Grade 3
Catechists:
Anna Grady

Trisha Brown, Joanne Newsome & Shannon Newsome

Grade 3 will be using the Faith and Life Series in their classrooms.
September
8-Blessed Trinity/Our Father/Creation
15-Reason/Revelation
22-Angels/Fall/Original Sin/Grace (Fire Drill)
29-Abraham/Moses/10 Commandments
October
6-David & Goliath
20-1st, 2nd, 3rd Commandments
27-Living Rosary (church)
November
3-“Circle of Grace” Program
17-4th and 5th Commandments (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
24-6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th Commandments
December
7-Retreat (8am-12pm)
8-Mary and the Communion of Saints
15-Annunciation/Incarnation/Nativity
January
512-Miracles
26-The Sacrifice of the Mass
February
2-The Last Supper/The First Mass
9-Speaker
March
1-Liturgy of the Word
7-Retreat (8am-12pm)
8-Stations of the Cross (9:00-9:30) | Activity
15-Liturgy of the Eucharist (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
22-The Mass as Thanksgiving/Worthy Reception
29-Holy Communion
April
5-The Passion of Jesus/Sacrifice
May
3-Resurrection/Ascension
17-The Holy Spirit
31-The Church/The Sacraments

Youth and Family Opportunities
for Parish Involvement
Mass Involvement
This ministry will be integrated into the Second Grade curriculum, and children
in the class will be required to learn to serve or sing in the choir. After Second
Grade, it will also be strongly encouraged in all grade levels. Servers assist Father
Pierz or visiting priests during Mass. You will be able to request the Mass that
fits your families schedule.

Patrice Metcalf, our Director of Music Ministry, conducts the youth choir
for all those under the age of 18 who are looking to sing at the 10:30
Mass on Sundays. Please contact Patrice at sje.musicministry@gmail.com
to get more details about rehearsal times.

St. John’s “In the Beginning Preschool”
This year, St. John’s is proud to announce that they have opened a preschool and extended school care program! Children ages 15 months — 5
years are encouraged to join our all day program, while school aged children are welcome to join us before and after their school day. To discuss
costs and registrations, please call the office at 413-786-8105 or talk to
Claire.

Catholics In Action (C.I.A.)
Our Parish's Youth Group, the Catholics In Action (CIA), seeks to help
participants, especially those in grades 5-10, grow in Holiness, embrace
their Catholic faith, and help foster the Peace of Christ. The group meets
every other Wednesday in the Church at 5:30pm for a devotional
(Chaplet of Divine Mercy and Adoration), and games/dinner after Mass
at 6:00pm. Participants have the opportunity to lead devotions, pray with
peers at Mass, prepare meals, have faith-based discussions over dinner,
enjoy/lead activities, have fundraisers to benefit charities, and go on pilgrimages as a group. All young Catholics are encouraged to join, and older volunteers are also welcome."

Vacation Bible Adventure
Our Vacation Bible Adventure is open for children ages 3-12; and ages
13+ to volunteer. The camp takes place in August, dates and times varying
per year. If you are interested, please call the office for more details or to
register.

Annual Parish Picnic
Every August we have our Annual Parish Picnic on the third Sunday in
August from 12-4pm. Tickets are available for purchase in the office beginning in June/July.

Easter Egg Hunt
Join us on Easter Sunday for an Easter Egg Hunt following the 10:30am
Mass. There are some baskets available, but feel free to bring your own!

Take & Eat
The first three Sundays of the month St. John’s provides meals to the
homebound of our community. This group is always looking for volunteers to help pack food and deliver meals. The homebound especially love
to see young children, so don’t be afraid to bring your kids along. If you
are interested, contact Deacon Dave at sje.deacon@gmail.com

Corpus Christi Procession
On the Feast of Corpus Christi, St. John’s has a procession from the
church to the Veteran’s Green at the 10:30am Mass. Please plan to join us,
— and for the newly First Communicants, please plan to wear your white
dress/suit for the procession.

Annual Tea Party
Join the ladies of the parish for an afternoon of tea and games the first
weekend of May. Ticket information available in the office, and will be
posted as it is prepared.

Grade 4
Catechists:
Jeffrey Krause

Lucy Morton

Grade 4 will be using the Faith and Life Series in their classrooms.
September
8-Creation/The Fall/Original Sin
15-Cain & Abel/Noah & Flood/Tower of Babel
22-Abraham & Isaac (Fire Drill)
29-Jacob & Esau/Joseph
October
6-Joseph/Israel in Egypt
20-Moses and The Exodus
27-The Living Rosary (church)
November
3-“Circle of Grace” Program | (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
17-Wandering in the Desert/Joshua/Samson/Ruth
24-Samuel/Saul/David
December
8-Solomon/Isaiah/Babylonian Captivity
15-John the Baptist/Jesus/Baptism/Free Will
January
5-1-3rd Commandments
12-4th and 5th Commandments
26-6-10th Commandments
February
2-Grace and The Sacraments
7-Retreat (8am-12pm)
9-Speaker
March
1-Catholic Church
8-Activity |Stations of the Cross (9:30-10:00) (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
15-Conscience/Sin/Confession
22-Manna/Communion/True Presence
29-Sacrifices and the Mass
April
5-Jesus Christ/Passion/Resurrection/Ascension
May
3-The Blessed Virgin Mary
17-The Last Things
31-Trinity/Holy Spirit/Pentecost

Grade 5
Catechists:
Marie Brown
Grade 5 will be using the Faith and Life Series in their classroom.
September
8-Faith/Creed
15-The Trinity/Creator
22-Angels (Fire Drill)
29-Image of God/The Fall
October
6-Abraham/Isaac/Jacob & Esau/Joseph
20-Moses/Passover/Exodus/10 Commandments/Kings of Israel
27-Living Rosary (church) (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
November
3-“Circle of Grace” Program
17-Prophets/Isaiah/Jerimiah
24-Catholic Church/Hierarchy/Precepts
December
8-John the Baptist/Jesus
15-Nativity/Incarnation/Magi/Holy Family
January
5-Baptism of Jesus/Parables/12 Apostles
12-Messiah/Miracles/Transfiguration
26-Forgiveness
February
2-True God and True Man
9-Speaker
March
1-Accepting and Following Jesus (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
7-Retreat (8am-12pm)
8-The Father’s Will
15-Stations of the Cross (9:00-9:30) | Activity
22-Revelation/Grace and the 7 Sacraments
29-Death/Last Things
April
5-Crucifixion/Resurrection
May
3-Forgiveness of Sins/Great Commission/Ascension
17-Blessed Virgin Mary
31-Holy Spirit/Pentecost/Communion of Saints

Grade 6
Catechists:
Debbie Whitehead
Grade 6 will be using the Faith and Life Series in their classroom.
September
8-God’s Law/Conscience
15-First Commandment
22-Prayer/Saints (Fire Drill)
29-Second Commandment
October
6-Third Commandment/Self-Denial (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
20-Fourth Commandment/Authority/Obedience
27-Fifth Commandment
November
3-“Circle of Grace” Program
17-6th and 9th Commandments
24-7th and 10th Commandments
December
8-8th Commandment
15-Confessions
January
5-Catholic Church
12-Charity/Forgiveness/Scandal
26-Beatitudes
February
2-Last Supper/Sacrifice of the Mass
9-Speaker (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
March
1-The Mass/The Feast of God/Holy Communion
8-Introductory Rites/Liturgy of the Word
15-Receiving Jesus | Stations of the Cross (9:30-10:00)
22-The Liturgy of the Eucharist/Concluding Rite
29-The Eucharist/The True and Abiding Presence
April
5-Resurrection/Ascension
May
2-Retreat (8am-12pm)
3-The Eucharist/The True and Abiding Presence
17-Death/The Last Things/Communion of Saints
31-The Second Coming

Grade 7
Catechists:
Benjamin Kronlund
Grade 7 will be using the Faith and Life Series in their classroom.
September
8-Faith and Revelation
15-Salvation History, Scripture, Tradition
22-Creation/Man/Angels/The Fall (Fire Drill)
29-Abraham/Isaac/Jacob/Joseph
October
4-NET Retreat (4-8pm)
6-Moses/Passover/Ten Commandments/Joshua/Judges/Kings
20-Prophets/Elijah/Elisha/Isaiah/John the Baptist (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
27-Jesus — True God, True Man/Jesus — Priest/Prophet/King
November
3-“Circle of Grace” Program
17-Sacrifice/Grace/Redemption
24-Grace and Sacraments
December
8-Theological Virtues/Cardinal Virtues
15-Christmas
January
5-Baptism/The Rite of Baptism
12-The Sacrament of Confirmation
26-The Gifts of the Holy Spirit
February
2-Eucharist (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
9-Speaker
March
1-The Mass/Holy Communion
8-Sin/Conscience/Mercy
15-Sacrament of Penance and Anointing of the Sick
22-Stations of the Cross (9:00-9:30) | Holy Orders
29-Matrimony
April
5-Crucifixion/Resurrection/Easter
May
3-Sacramentals and Piety
17-Blessed Virgin Mary
31-Catholic Church/Papacy and Apostles/Pentecost/Holy Spirit

Grade 8
Catechists:
Matthew Riberdy & Thomas Dunn
Grade 8 will be using the Faith and Life Series in their classroom.
September
8-Salvation History Continues with Our Life in Church
15-The Lord’s Presence in the Church
22-Church — Pentecost and Four Marks of Church | (Fire Drill)
29-Revelation | (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
October
4-NET Retreat (4-8pm)
6-Church Authority and Church Hierarchy
20-Church — The Sacraments of Initiation
27-Liturgical Year
November
3-“Circle of Grace” Program
17-Church — Mary and The Communion of Saints
24-Church History and Saints
December
8-Church History and Saints
15-Christmas
January
5-Catholicism and Other Faiths
12-Call to Holiness
26-Virtue (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
February
2-Works of Mercy
9-Speaker
March
1-Vocations
8-Laity
15-Marriage
22-The Christian in the World | Stations of the Cross (9:30-10:00)
29-Law and Conscience
April
5-Social Order
May
3-Prayer
17-Sacramental Life (Confession and Eucharist) (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
31-The Last Things

Grade 9
Catechists:
Leo Marinak | James Manning & Claire Riberdy
Grade 9 will be using the Chosen series in their classroom.
September
8-“Why am I here?” (An Introduction to Chosen)
15-Class Project
22-“What makes me happy?” (Discovering God as the Source) (Fire Drill)
29-Class Project (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
October
4-NET Retreat (4-8pm)
6- NO CLASS
20-Class Project
27-“What’s your story God?” (A Look at Salvation History)
November
3-“Circle of Grace” Program
17-“How do I know God is real?” (Understanding Divine Revelation)
24-Class Project
December
8-“Who is Jesus” (The Person and Mission of Christ)
15-Class Project
January
5-“Why be Catholic” (Discovering the Church Jesus Founded)
12-Class Project | (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
26-“Where am I going? (A Look at the Four Last Things)
February
2-Class Project
9-“How do I get there?” (The Power and Purpose of the Sacraments)
March
1-Class Project
8-“When did my journey begin? (Baptism, Your Initiation into God’s Family)
15-Class Project
22-“Why tell me sins to a priest?” (The Healing Power of Confession)
29-Stations of the Cross |Class Project
April
5-“How does God help when it hurts?” (Anointing of the Sick and Redemptive Suffering
May
3-Class Project | (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
17-“Who is the Holy Spirit?” (Meeting the Third Person of the Trinity)
31-Class Project

Grade 10
Catechists:
Deacon Dave Picard | James Manning & Claire Riberdy
Grade 10 will be using the Chosen series in their classroom.
September
8-“What does the Holy Spirit do for me?” (Gifts for the Journey)
15-Class Project
22-“Why have I been Chosen?” (Sealed and Sent in Confirmation)
29-Class Project
October
4-NET Retreat (4-8pm)
6- NO CLASS
20-Class Project
27-“Why do I have to go to Mass?” (Encountering Jesus in the Eucharist)
November
3-“Circle of Grace” Program
17-“What does it mean to say. I do?” (Marriage, a Sign of God’s Love)
24-Class Project
December
8-“Who’s Calling?” (Holy Orders and Vocational Discernment)
15-Class Project
January
5-“Are you talking to me?” (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
12-Class Project
26-“Who is Mary?” (Meeting the Mother of God-and Your Heavenly Father)
February
2-Class Project
9-“What would Jesus do?” (The Beatitudes as a Path to True Happiness)
March
1-Class Project
8-“Do I have what it takes?” (Building Virtue — Your Spiritual Workout)
15-Class Project
22-“Why wait?” (God’s Plan for Love and Sex)
29-Stations of the Cross | Class Project
April
5-“How do I build the kingdom?” (Serve @ 10:30 Mass)
May
3-Class Project
17-“Where do I go from here?” (The Journey Continues)
31-Class Project

Grade 11
Catechists:
Jack Seaver & Claire Riberdy
Grade 11 will be using the Chosen series in their classroom.
September
9-“Why Am I Here?” & “What makes me happy?”
16-“What’s your story, God?” & “How do I know God is real?”
23-“Who is Jesus?” & “Why be Catholic?”
30-“Where am I going?” & “How do I get there?”
October
4-NET Retreat (4-8pm)
7-NO CLASS
21-“When did my journey begin?” & “Why tell my sins to a priest?”
28-“How does God help when it hurts?” & “Who is the Holy Spirit?”
November
4-“Circle of Grace” Program
18-“What does the Holy Spirit do for me?” & “Why have I been Chosen?”
25-“Why do I have to go to Mass?” & “What does it mean when I say ‘I do’”
December
9-“Who’s calling?” & “Are you talking to me?”
15-Serve @ 10:30 Mass
16-“Who is Mary?” & “What would Jesus do?”
January
6-“Do I have what it takes?” & “Why wait?”
13-“How do I build the Kingdom of God?” & “Where do I go from here?”
27-Adoration & Reception in the Parish Center
January 31-Rehearsal (6:00pm)
February 1-Rite of Confirmation (1:00pm)

CONFIRMANDI NEED TO…
- attend Mass weekly & on Holy Days of Obligation
- attend weekly classes
- attend the retreat on October 4th
- Complete 25 service hours in the parish
- write one letter to Fr. Pierz, explaining why they would like to be
Confirmed and how they feel they are prepared for it
- listen to an audio talk/study session on FORMED and write a response
- complete the necessary forms & provide Sacramental records for
Baptism & First Holy Communion (if not received in this parish)
- attend the penance service in Advent

Circle of Grace Program
Circle of Grace is a Christian safe environment curriculum that helps
to form and educate children and youth about the value of positive
relationships with God and others. This program is for grades 1-11
in our Religious Education program, and will take place in all the
classrooms in the first weekend of November.
The Circle of Grace curriculum teaches children and youth how to
identify and maintain appropriate physical, emotional, spiritual, and
sexual boundaries; recognize when boundary violations are about to
occur; and demonstrate how to take action when boundaries are
threatened or violated.
In this program, the children will:
1. understand they are created by God and live in God's love
along with the love of Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
2. describe the Circle of Grace, which God gives each of us.
3. identify and maintain appropriate physical, emotional, spiritual,
and sexual boundaries.
4. identify all types of boundary violations.
5. demonstrate how to take action if any boundary is threatened or
violated.
The class will be facilitated by the regular Catechist, or you will be
told prior to the class if there will be a substitute that day. Parents
are more than welcome to review the material before the class (it
will be made available during class on October 27th, or during that
week), or fill out an “opt-out” form if you would rather have your
child not attend.
Please feel free to contact Claire at 786-8105, ext. 103 with any
questions or concerns about the program. We thank you for your
cooperation as we work to make St. John’s a safe environment for
all children, families, and volunteers.

St. John the Evangelist
833 Main Street
Agawam, MA 01001

Office of Faith Formation

Pastoral Staff

Director of Religious Education

Claire Riberdy,

Fr. Michael Pierz, Pastor
sje.priest@gmail.com

Tel: (413) 786-8105, ext. 103

Fr. Barrent Pease, Curate
sje.curate@gmail.com

sje.religiouseducation@gmail.com

Deacon Dave Picard
sje.deacon@gmail.com

Parish Office
Tel: (413) 786-8105

Fax: (413) 455-3100

MASS SCHEDULE
LORD’S DAY MASS:

Fax: (413) 455-3100

Saturday 4:00 pm (Novus Ordo) &
Sunday 8:00 am, 10:30 am

Monday–Thursday 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
Friday — Closed

1:30 pm (Extraordinary Form)

Andreana Perkins, Operations Manager
sje.operations@gmail.com
Sandy Ross, Parish Secretary
sje.parishsecretary@gmail.com
Mary Talarico, Reception Volunteer
Francesca Brandt,
Ministry to Sick and Homebound
sje.homebound@gmail.com
Tony Fernandes, Maintenance Supervisor
sje.maintenance@gmail.com

Marybeth Swindell, Child Advocate
Private Line: (860) 386-6009

Youth Choir and Music
Patrice Metcalf, Director of Music
sje.musicdirector@gmail.com

(Novus Ordo), &

WEEKDAY MASS:
Mon-Tues & Thurs.-Fri.
at 8:00 am,
Wed. at 6:00 pm
Every First Saturday at 8:00 am

PRAYERS & DEVOTIONS
LITURGY OF THE WORD:
Wed. 8:00 am & Sat. 8:00 am
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Wed. 8:30 am - 6:00 pm
THE ROSARY: Mon-Sat at 7:25 am
Sat. at 3:30 pm, Sun. at 7:30 am
and 10:00 am

Confession Schedule
Saturdays 2:45-3:45pm
Wednesdays 5:00-5:45pm
Or by appointment

ANNOUNCING A NEW
PRESCHOOL AT ST. JOHN’S!
Now enrolling!

with Catechesis of the Good Shepherd!

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY

&
SHARE THE GOOD NEWS!

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST PARISH
833 MAIN STREET AGAWAM, MA

FULL TIME PRESCHOOL
(8AM-530PM)

SJE.RELIGIOUSEDUCATION@GMAIL.COM

PART TIME PRESCHOOL

413-786-8105
STJOHNAGAWAM.COM

AFTER SCHOOL
CARE

MONDAY-FRIDAY

SUMMER
PROGRAMS

AGES 15 MONTHS — 5 YRS VACATION WEEK

PROGRAMS

Return Service Requested

Agawam, MA 01001

833 Main Street

St. John the Evangelist Parish
-

