
ST. JOHN  
THE  

EVANGELIST  
833 Main Street  

Agawam, MA  01001 

 

www.stjohnagawam.com 

sje.information@gmail.com 

Office Phone: 413-786-8105  |  Fax: 413-455-3100 

Welcome! 
No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church,  

No matter what your family or marital situation,  
No matter what your past or present religious affiliation,   

No matter what your personal history, background, race or other,  
No matter what your own self-image or esteem,    

You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved and respected here at St. John’s.  
 

EUCHARIST: 

Lord’s Day Mass: Saturday 4:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am, 10:30 am 
Weekday Mass: Monday-Tuesday and Thursday-Friday at 8:00 am & Wednesday at 6:00 pm   |   Adoration:  Wed. 12:00 - 6:00 pm 

 
CONFESSION: Saturday 2:45 to 3:45 pm, Wednesday 4:30 to 5:30 pm, or by Appointment. 

BAPTISM:   Please call the parish office to schedule. 

MARRIAGE:   To be arranged at least one year in advance. Please call the parish office. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK:    Is available in the Confessional every Saturday or see Father after 
Mass.  If you or a loved one needs Father to come to you, please call the parish office. 

CONFIRMATION:  Takes place in 11th Grade, please contact the Director of Religious Education to 
enroll in classes.  If you are an adult and need to make your Confirmation, please contact the same 
office and ask about the RCIA program. 

HOLY ORDERS:  Are you thinking about a vocation to the priesthood or religious life?  Please call 
Fr. Pierz at the parish office, or call the Office of Vocations at (413) 452-0811. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT:  We are a Roman Catholic community inspired by the Holy Spirit 
to follow the example of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by sharing, growing and spreading God 
the Father’s love through our parish ministries, and by coming together as a community in 
meaningful prayer and worship to celebrate that love. 

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time —June 20, 2021  



 

 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday -  9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Friday - Closed 

Pastor: Fr. Michael Pierz 
sje.priest@gmail.com 

 

Deacon: Deacon Dave Picard 
sje.deacon@gmail.com 

Priest in Residence: Fr. Sinh Trinh 

Priest in Retirement: Fr. John Lis 

Office Manager: Andreana Perkins 
sje.operationsmanager@gmail.com 

Parish Secretary: Debbie Whitehead 

Reception Volunteer: Mary Talarico 

Pastoral Ministry to Sick & Homebound:  
Francesca Brandt 

sje.homebound@gmail.com 

Director of Religious Education: Claire Riberdy 
sje.religiouseducation@gmail.com 

Director of “In the Beginning”  
Pre-School Ministry: Claire Riberdy (Interim) 

sje.religiouseducation@gmail.com 

Pre-School Teachers: Gabriela Marafuge 

Director of Music Ministry: Isabella Manning 
sje.musicdirector@gmail.com 

Maintenance Supervisor: Beth Thomas 

sje.maintenance@gmail.com 

Child Advocate: Mary Beth Swindell 
Private Line: (860) 386-6009 

 

Finance Council:   
  Charles Calisti        Cecile Fragoso 
 Ted Muszynski         David Ross                  
 Joseph Searles      

      Pastoral Council: 

     Judy Cross-Donahue (Chair)   Ben Auld              
  Megan Baillargeon      Mikie Cook                     
  Luke Hollwedel     Dorota Maliszewska  
  Leo Marinak      James Perkins   
  Sarah Ross         Jane Seaver   
  Cara Waterman       

Bulletin Submissions are due 9 days prior to print 

Email:  sje.parishsecretary@gmail.com 

Thoughts from the Rectory … 

Dear friends of St. John the Evangelist, 

“I am the king’s good servant, and God’s first.” These 

famous words were uttered as St. Thomas More faced the 

great challenge of political turmoil, family upheaval 

within society, and attack upon his personal integrity. 

Though known widely as brilliant jurist and Lord 

Chancellor in the court of King Henry VIII, whom he 

faithfully served until the king unfaithfully ruptured his 

marriage and in so doing tore apart the Church in 

England, St. Thomas More is very much venerated as 

father, husband, widower, and martyr. In life and death, 

St. Thomas instructed his children lovingly in the eternal 

truths with honor, respect, dignity, and faith. Faithful to 

his duty and zealous for the Faith, he stands as a witness 

and model for our fathers today, whom we honor and 

celebrate in a special way this weekend. 

Yes, in the witness of fatherhood, our own dads, in our 

families, our parish, and our wider community exemplify 

for us great virtues. Let us pray for them that they may 

ever bear witness as St. Thomas did to God and country 

with honor, integrity, and faith. Let us pray that they be 

signs to us of our Heavenly Father’s love, as St. Joseph 

tended and cared for the Christchild in the Holy Family of 

Nazareth. Let us pray that many men will respond to the 

honor of loving their wives, raising their children, and 

serving their families with distinction. To each and every 

one, let us wish a Happy Father’s Day. 

St. John the Evangelist, pray for us! 

Fr. Pierz 

12TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

In the midst of adversity, we need to trust in the 
saving presence of God who triumphs over the 
waters of the sea. In the midst of distress, let us 
turn to the Lord with faith, to him whom even the 
wind and sea obey. He died and rose for our sake 
that we might live and not perish. 



12th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saturday, June 19th 

 4:00 pm—For the People    

Sunday, June 20th—Father’s Day 

 8:00 am—Francis and June Meade, 

 and Sons and Daughters 

 Requested by David Meade 

 10:30 am—Richard Fields  

 Requested by his Son Kurt 

Monday, June 21st—Saint Aloysius Gonzaga, 

Religious 

 8:00 am—Carol and Mike  

Requested by Bert

Tuesday, June 22nd—Saint Paulinus of Nola, 

Bishop, Saints John Fisher, Bishop, and Thomas 

More, Martyrs 

 8:00 am—Leroy Parent  

 Requested by his children

Wednesday, June 23rd 

 6:00 pm—Francis and Eleanore Kelly  

 Requested by Jim and Mikie Cook 

Thursday, June 24th—THE NATIVITY OF 

SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST 

 8:00 am—Mona Roberts  

 Requested by a Friend 

Friday, June 25th 

 8:00 am—Diana Lynne MacGillivary  

 and her three children 

 Requested by her mother, Marilyn Barbour 

13th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saturday, June 26th 

 4:00 pm—Adele Gallano  

 Requested by the Catholic Women’s Club 

Sunday, June 27th 

 8:00 am—For the People 

 10:30 am—Raymond Provost  

 Requested by the Take and Eat Ministry 

 

SANCTUARY LAMP  

June 20-26 

Will Be Lit in Memory of  

Andrew, Edith, and John Menti  
Requested by  

Family 

If you would like to request the Sanctuary Candle to 
be lit in honor of or in memory of someone,  

please contact the parish office. 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Please pray for the sick and dying of 
our parish.  Remember all who are in 
hospitals, nursing homes and 
homebound. Pray for the hungry, the 
unemployed and under-employed.  
Pray for an end to abortion and a true 
respect for all life, from conception to 
natural death.  Pray for peace.  In a 

concrete way we pray for all those who have died 
and all the deceased members of our parish and 
diocese, especially Frederick Bliss and Yvette Locke. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.  

 And let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace.  Amen. 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 
peace.   Amen. 

 
If you would like to include someone who has 
recently passed away, please call the parish office 
or email: sje.parishsecretary@gmail.com.  
 
 
IN MY MOTHER’S ARMS PRAYER LINE:   

If you have a serious intention 
that you need prayers for: 
surgery, sufferings, medical, 
illness, cancer treatment, a sick 
child, or anything like that, 
please give Pat (786-3023) or 
Mary (786-9671) a call and you 
will have countless rosaries and 
prayers.  

If anyone else is interested in 
being a prayer partner, please call Pat or Mary. 

God, our Father, Bless these men, 
that they may find strength as 

fathers. Let the example of their 
faith and love shine forth. 

Grant that we, their sons and 
daughters, may honor them always 
with a spirit of profound respect. 

- Author Unknown 
Happy Father’s Day! 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Catholic+Clip+Art+mary&view=detailv2&&id=936945B835DF8C766AF3F5D3D1FF40D1EA695E62&selectedIndex=45&ccid=RWfBWwG0&simid=608043666600365984&thid=OIP.M4567c15b01b44102d5c1ba4e1542751co0


Weekend of  June 13th 

“Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours may 
be acceptable to God, the almighty Father” 

Weekly: $4,410 
Maintenance: $401 

Fuel: $152 
Loose: $417 

Loan Repayment: $759 
Online Giving: $1,562 

Total: $7,701 

“May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your 
hands for the praise and glory of His name, for 
our good and the good of all His holy Church.” 

Working Together towards a Bold Future with 
Strong Footing in Time, Talent, and Treasure! 

As our maintenance projects come to a close, and the 
temperature control project cools down, let us come 
together and work towards a fresh financial slate. 
Please consider a monthly contribution to help chisel 
away the remaining balance of the loan.  

For your convenience, envelopes are available at the 
entrance of the Church, or you may make a secure 
donation at https://stjohnagawam.churchgiving.com. 

Moving Day 
 

Preschool is moving from the gymnasium to it’s 
official location in the lower parish center. We are 
seeking parishioners to help move on Thursday, June 
24th, beginning at 9 am. Please let us know if you can 
assist. 
 
Contact Claire, 786-8105 x111, 
sje.religiouseducation@gmail.com. 

Let’s pack the 
church like they 

did in 1946!  
Join us  

for 10:30 AM Mass 
and our Welcome 

Back to Church 
Garden Party  

June 27th. 
 

Did you know? The average house cost $5,600 in 
1946, and gasoline was just $.21/gallon... 
Remember these facts for the big 1946 Trivia Contest 
at the Garden party next Sunday (June 27th)! 

St. John’s Trivia... 



 
COMING UP AT ST. JOHN’S 

Daily Mass Times: 8 am (M, T, Th, F) 6 pm (W) 
Monday, June 21 

 6:00 pm  Family & Human Life (PCO) 
Wednesday, June 23rd 

 6:30 pm  Altar server training (Church, LC) 
Thursday, June 24th 
 9:00 am  Bible Study (FJR) 
 6:45 pm  Bible Study (FJR) 
Saturday, June 26th 

 9:00 am  CCD (Church, LC, Gym, FJR, PC3) 
Sunday, June 27th 

 6:00 pm  CCD (Church, LC, Gym, FJR) 
 6:30 pm   Scouts (PC3) 

Help Wanted 
Facilities Maintenance Technician 

 
The Parish is seeking to fill a new 
Part-Time position here at St. 
John’s as Facilities Custodial/
Maintenance Technician with 
the ability to work 20-25 hours 
per week. This position will be 

responsible for some supervision of contractors 
and parish volunteers, cleaning, minor carpentry 
repairs, minor mechanical and electrical 
maintenance repairs, and a daily maintenance 
routine. a current approximate commitment for 12 
hours per week.  
 
Duties may include (but may not be limited to) the 
following: 
* Knowledge of HVAC 
* Daily parish maintenance activities, including 
electrical, mechanical, waste disposal services 
* Equipment repair 
*  Light landscaping tasks 
* Troubleshooting of maintenance-related issues 
as they arise (off-hour availability may be needed) 
* Other duties to assist the parish, pastor/
administrator, and office manager, as needed 
 
Please visit the Parish Office for a full description 
and details or call 786-8105.  

Pro-Life Minute Meditation 
The only honest stance…is that of radical solidarity 
with the woman.  
  – Pope St. John Paul II, Crossing the Threshold of Hope 
 
REFLECTION. The difference between the pro-life 
and pro-abortion movements is not that we love the 
baby and they love the mother. The real difference is 
that they think you can separate the two and we say 
you can’t.  You cannot kill a baby without hurting 
the mother, and you cannot protect the baby without 
loving the mother. 
 
(Taken from PRO-LIFE REFLECTIONS FOR EVERY DAY by 
Father Frank Pavone) 

This is an old English prayer card that fell out of a book 
donated to our Parish. 

“I Once Was Lost, But Now am Found …” 
 

Are you missing 
gloves, hats, glasses, or 
rosary beads? Our Lost 
and Found basket is 
seeking parishioners 
who may belong to its 
items.  The Lost and 
Found basket is located 
at the Main Street 
entrance of the church. 





Feast of St. John the Baptist 

June 24th  

 

Ps. 23 

“I will go to the Altar of God …     To the God who gives joy to my youth” 

St. John the Evangelist Church revised protocols (June 2021): 
 
Entrance/Exit: Entrance into the church will continue at the Main 
Street entrance.  Exit can now take place through any door.  
 
Seating: All pews in the main section of the church (the nave) are 
now completely open for seating. The side transepts will remain open 
only every other pew for those who wish to continue social distancing. 
 
Holy Communion: We now process to the sanctuary for  the 
reception of Holy Communion. Please process down the center aisle 
(either in the nave or the two side transepts) and receive Holy 
Communion, anywhere at the steps of the sanctuary, standing or 
kneeling, keeping distance as you are comfortable. The celebrant/
deacon will move along the edge of the sanctuary from one end to the 
other. Please then return to your pew along the side aisles. For those 
with limited mobility, please alert the ushers ahead of time, and an 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion will bring Holy 
Communion to you.  

CCC 1383: In the sanctuary we find, the altar, around which the Church is gathered in the 
celebration of the Eucharist, and represents the two aspects of the same mystery: the altar of the 
sacrifice and the table of the Lord. This is all the more so since the Christian altar is the symbol 
of Christ himself, present in the midst of the assembly of his faithful, both as the victim offered 
for our reconciliation and as food from heaven who is giving himself to us. "For what is the altar 

of Christ if not the image of the Body of Christ?" asks St. Ambrose. He says elsewhere, "The altar represents 
the body [of Christ] and the Body of Christ is on the altar." The liturgy expresses this unity of sacrifice and 
communion in many prayers.   
Thus the Roman Church prays in its anaphora:  

We entreat you, almighty God, that by the hands of your holy Angel this offering may be borne to your altar in 
heaven in the sight of your divine majesty, so that as we receive in communion at this altar the most holy Body 
and Blood of your Son, we may be filled with every heavenly blessing and grace. 



 
PASTORAL CONSTITUTION 

ON THE CHURCH IN THE 
MODERN WORLD 
GAUDIUM ET SPES 

PROMULGATED BY 
HIS HOLINESS 
POPE PAUL VI 

ON DECEMBER 7, 1965 
 

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT THE SITUATION OF MEN IN THE MODERN WORLD 
 
6. By this very circumstance, the traditional local communities such as families, clans, tribes, villages, various 
groups and associations stemming from social contacts, experience more thorough changes every day. The 
industrial type of society is gradually being spread, leading some nations to economic affluence, and radically 
transforming ideas and social conditions established for centuries. Likewise, the cult and pursuit of city living 
has grown, either because of a multiplication of cities and their inhabitants, or by a transplantation of city life 
to rural settings. New and more efficient media of social communication are contributing to the knowledge of 
events; by setting off chain reactions they are giving the swiftest and widest possible circulation to styles of 
thought and feeling. It is also noteworthy how many men are being induced to migrate on various counts, and 
are thereby changing their manner of life. Thus a man's ties with his fellows are constantly being multiplied, 
and at the same time "socialization" brings further ties, without however always promoting appropriate 
personal development and truly personal relationships. This kind of evolution can be seen more clearly in 
those nations which already enjoy the conveniences of economic and technological progress, though it is also 
astir among peoples still striving for such progress and eager to secure for themselves the advantages of an 
industrialized and urbanized society. These peoples, especially those among them who are attached to older 
traditions, are simultaneously undergoing a movement toward more mature and personal exercise of liberty. 

7. A change in attitudes and in human structures frequently calls accepted values into question, especially 
among young people, who have grown impatient on more than one occasion, and indeed become rebels in their 
distress. Aware of their own influence in the life of society, they want a part in it sooner. This frequently 
causes parents and educators to experience greater difficulties day by day in discharging their tasks. The 
institutions, laws and modes of thinking and feeling as handed down from previous generations do not always 
seem to be well adapted to the contemporary state of affairs; hence arises an upheaval in the manner and even 
the norms of behavior. Finally, these new conditions have their impact on religion. On the one hand a more 
critical ability to distinguish religion from a magical view of the world and from the superstitions which still 
circulate purifies it and exacts day by day a more personal and explicit adherence to faith. As a result many 
persons are achieving a more vivid sense of God. On the other hand, growing numbers of people are 
abandoning religion in practice. Unlike former days, the denial of God or of religion, or the abandonment of 
them, are no longer unusual and individual occurrences. For today it is not rare for such things to be presented 
as requirements of scientific progress or of a certain new humanism. In numerous places these views are 
voiced not only in the teachings of philosophers, but on every side they influence literature, the arts, the 
interpretation of the humanities and of history and civil laws themselves. As a consequence, many people are 
shaken. 

8. This development coming so rapidly and often in a disorderly fashion, combined with keener awareness 
itself of the inequalities in the world beget or intensify contradictions and imbalances. Within the individual 
person there develops rather frequently an imbalance between an intellect which is modern in practical matters 
and a theoretical system of thought which can neither master the sum total of its ideas, nor arrange them 
adequately into a synthesis. Likewise an imbalance arises between a concern for practicality and efficiency, 
and the demands of moral conscience; also very often between the conditions of collective existence and the 
requisites of personal thought, and even of contemplation. At length there develops an imbalance between 
specialized human activity and a comprehensive view of reality. As for the family, discord results from 
population, economic and social pressures, or from difficulties which arise between succeeding generations, or 
from new social relationships between men and women. Differences crop up too between races and between 



various kinds of social orders; between wealthy nations and those which are less influential or are needy; 
finally, between international institutions born of the popular desire for peace, and the ambition to propagate 
one's own ideology, as well as collective greeds existing in nations or other groups. What results is mutual 
distrust, enmities, conflicts and hardships. Of such is man at once the cause and the victim. 

9. Meanwhile the conviction grows not only that humanity can and should increasingly consolidate its control 
over creation, but even more, that it devolves on humanity to establish a political, social and economic order 
which will growingly serve man and help individuals as well as groups to affirm and develop the dignity 
proper to them. As a result many persons are quite aggressively demanding those benefits of which with vivid 
awareness they judge themselves to be deprived either through injustice or unequal distribution. Nations on the 
road to progress, like those recently made independent, desire to participate in the goods of modern 
civilization, not only in the political field but also economically, and to play their part freely on the world 
scene. Still they continually fall behind while very often their economic and other dependence on wealthier 
nations advances more rapidly. People hounded by hunger call upon those better off. Where they have not yet 
won it, women claim for themselves an equity with men before the law and in fact. Laborers and farmers seek 
not only to provide for the necessities of life, but to develop the gifts of their personality by their labors and 
indeed to take part in regulating economic, social, political and cultural life. Now, for the first time in human 
history all people are convinced that the benefits of culture ought to be and actually can be extended to 
everyone. Still, beneath all these demands lies a deeper and more widespread longing: persons and societies 
thirst for a full and free life worthy of man; one in which they can subject to their own welfare all that the 
modern world can offer them so abundantly. In addition, nations try harder every day to bring about a kind of 
universal community. Since all these things are so, the modern world shows itself at once powerful and weak, 
capable of the noblest deeds or the foulest; before it lies the path to freedom or to slavery, to progress or 
retreat, to brotherhood or hatred. Moreover, man is becoming aware that it is his responsibility to guide aright 
the forces which he has unleashed and which can enslave him or minister to him. That is why he is putting 
questions to himself.  

10. The truth is that the imbalances under which the modern world labors are linked with that more basic 
imbalance which is rooted in the heart of man. For in man himself many elements wrestle with one another. 
Thus, on the one hand, as a creature he experiences his limitations in a multitude of ways; on the other he feels 
himself to be boundless in his desires and summoned to a higher life. Pulled by manifold attractions he is 
constantly forced to choose among them and renounce some. Indeed, as a weak and sinful being, he often does 
what he would not, and fails to do what he would.(1) Hence he suffers from internal divisions, and from these 
flow so many and such great discords in society. No doubt many whose lives are infected with a practical 
materialism are blinded against any sharp insight into this kind of dramatic situation; or else, weighed down by 
unhappiness they are prevented from giving the matter any thought. Thinking they have found serenity in an 
interpretation of reality everywhere proposed these days, many look forward to a genuine and total 
emancipation of humanity wrought solely by human effort; they are convinced that the future rule of man over 
the earth will satisfy every desire of his heart. Nor are there lacking men who despair of any meaning to life 
and praise the boldness of those who think that human existence is devoid of any inherent significance and 
strive to confer a total meaning on it by their own ingenuity alone. Nevertheless, in the face of the modern 
development of the world, the number constantly swells of the people who raise the most basic questions or 
recognize them with a new sharpness: what is man? What is this sense of sorrow, of evil, of death, which 
continues to exist despite so much progress? What purpose have these victories purchased at so high a cost? 
What can man offer to society, what can he expect from it? What follows this earthly life? The Church firmly 
believes that Christ, who died and was raised up for all,(2) can through His Spirit offer man the light and the 
strength to measure up to his supreme destiny. Nor has any other name under the heaven been given to man by 
which it is fitting for him to be saved.(3) She likewise holds that in her most benign Lord and Master can be 
found the key, the focal point and the goal of man, as well as of all human history. The Church also maintains 
that beneath all changes there are many realities which do not change and which have their ultimate foundation 
in Christ, Who is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever.(4) Hence under the light of Christ, the image 
of the unseen God, the firstborn of every creature,(5) the council wishes to speak to all men in order to shed 
light on the mystery of man and to cooperate in finding the solution to the outstanding problems of our time. 

 
(Second Vatican Council. GAUDIUM ET SPES. Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, 7 December 1965, 6-10) 






