
ST. JOHN  
THE  

EVANGELIST  
833 Main Street  

Agawam, MA  01001 

 

www.stjohnagawam.com 

sje.information@gmail.com 

Office Phone: 413-786-8105  |  Fax: 413-455-3100 

Welcome! 
No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church,  

No matter what your family or marital situation,  
No matter what your past or present religious affiliation,   

No matter what your personal history, background, race or other,  
No matter what your own self-image or esteem,    

You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved and respected here at St. John’s.  
 

EUCHARIST: 

Lord’s Day Mass: Saturday 4:00 pm, Sunday 8:00 am, 10:30 am 
Weekday Mass: Monday-Tuesday and Thursday-Friday at 8:00 am & Wednesday at 6:00 pm   |   Adoration:  Wed. 12:00 - 6:00 pm 

 
CONFESSION: Saturday 2:45 to 3:45 pm, Wednesday 4:30 to 5:30 pm, or by Appointment. 

BAPTISM:   Please call the parish office to schedule. 

MARRIAGE:   To be arranged at least one year in advance. Please call the parish office. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK:    Is available in the Confessional every Saturday or see Father after 
Mass.  If you or a loved one needs Father to come to you, please call the parish office. 

CONFIRMATION:  Takes place in 11th Grade, please contact the Director of Religious Education to 
enroll in classes.  If you are an adult and need to make your Confirmation, please contact the same 
office and ask about the RCIA program. 

HOLY ORDERS:  Are you thinking about a vocation to the priesthood or religious life?  Please call 
Fr. Pierz at the parish office, or call the Office of Vocations at (413) 452-0811. 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT:  We are a Roman Catholic community inspired by the Holy Spirit 
to follow the example of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by sharing, growing and spreading God 
the Father’s love through our parish ministries, and by coming together as a community in 
meaningful prayer and worship to celebrate that love. 

Seventh Sunday of  the Resurrection of  the Lord — May 29, 2022 



PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday -  9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Pastor: Fr. Michael Pierz 

sje.priest@gmail.com 
 

Parochial Vicar: Fr. John Hurley 

sje.curate@gmail.com 

Deacon: Deacon Dave Picard 

sje.deacon@gmail.com 

Priest in Retirement: Fr. John Lis 

Office Manager: Andreana Perkins 

sje.operationsmanager@gmail.com 

Parish Secretary: Debbie Whitehead* 

Reception Volunteers: Mary Talarico,  
Patricia Brown, Shirley Cusluski 

Pastoral Ministry to Sick & Homebound:  
Francesca Brandt 

sje.homebound@gmail.com 

Director of Religious Education: Claire Riberdy 

sje.religiouseducation@gmail.com 

Director of “In the Beginning”  

Pre-School Ministry: Claire Riberdy (Interim) 

sje.religiouseducation@gmail.com 

Pre-School Teachers:  
Lindsay Hagedorn, Mary Boulrice 

Director of Music Ministry: Isabella Manning 

sje.musicdirector@gmail.com 

Maintenance Supervisor: Beth Thomas 
sje.maintenance@gmail.com 

Child Advocate: Mary Beth Swindell 

Private Line: (860) 386-6009 

 Finance Council:   

 David Ross (Chair)    Dale Marie Breault 
 Stanley Ciempa     Cecile Fragoso 
 Albert Innarelli     Suzanne Lamkins  

        Pastoral Council: 

 Cecile Fragoso (Chair)  Trisha Brown  
 Judy Cross Donahue   Luke Hollwedel  
 Mary Kate Henle    Jeffrey Krause  
 Leo Marinak      Jessica Pokora    
 Jane Seaver          Jane Trevethan 

Gianna Smith (Youth Representative) 

 
Bulletin Submissions are due 12 days prior to print 

*Email:  sje.parishsecretary@gmail.com 

Seventh Sunday of the Resurrection of 
the Lord 
“Graciously hear our supplications, O Lord, so 
that we, who believe that the Savior of the 
human race is with you in your glory, may 
experience, as he promised, until the end of the 
world, his abiding presence among us.” 

Thoughts from the Rectory… 

Dear friends of St. John the Evangelist, 

Christ is Risen! Alleluia, Alleluia! 

He is Truly Risen! Alleluia, Alleluia! 

(Gospel for May 29, 2022) "I made known to them your 

name and I will make it known, that the love with which 

you loved me may be in them and I in them."  

-John 17:26 

Today’s gospel reminds us of the camaraderie of God’s 

loving servants in Agawam as well as the worldwide 

Church. We as fellow apostles of Christ are unified in 

love effort and dedication. God’s community is much 

like a family—working together as a cohesive unit to 

move things forward. 

In the dynamic of the Hurley family, 8 children, 2 

parents with a savior for my mom and dad. 

Ozzie Walker and her husband Curtis moved from 

Georgia, where he finished his service in the Marines to 

work at Westover as a driver for the Officer Corps. 

A childless couple, Ozzie was anxious to work with 

children, and our family was a perfect fit! While my 

parents worked in the office, Ozzie helped raise 

teenagers through their trials as well as the youngest 3, 

all with cerebral palsy. My mom loved her dearly, and 

Ozzie returned it as well. 

Ozzie saw the elder children grow until they left the 

nest, continuing through my mother’s battle with lung 

cancer. When mom was dying she refused to leave, 

commandeering my brother Frank’s bedroom. 

The hospital bed was close enough from her "ironing 

room" to hear us call to her in mom’s final moments, 

where she could be present.  

Whereupon Ozzie said, "You were a treasure." 

Jesus, in prayer, is asking for that kind of dedication 

from the people in that time, to today in the new 

millennium. May we all have the courage to deliver. 

Ozzie’s love and compassion was day to day, week by 

week, for more than 40 years. Our commitment is 

similar…day by day. We pray today that our loving 

efforts will be fruitful and stand the test of 

time…..together forever under God! 

St. John the Evangelist, pray for us! 

Fr. Hurley 



Memorial Lamp for our Children 
May 29—June 4 

Will Be Lit in Remembrance of  

The Children taken too soon from 
their families in Uvalde, Texas 

If you would like to request the Memorial 
Lamp for Children to be lit in honor or in 
memory of a child, including the unborn, 

contact the parish office. 

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN THE OCTAVE OF EASTER 

Saturday, May 28th 

 4:00 pm—Fr. Howard McCormick ,  

Fr. Tommy Byrne   

 Requested by Paula & David Raiche 

Sunday, May 29th 

 8:00 am—FOR THE PEOPLE 

 10:30 am—David & Angela Reidy 

  Requested by Catherine O’Keefe 

Monday, May 30th 

 8:00 am—Terry Oder 

  Requested by Frank & Kay Benson 

Tuesday, May 31st—THE VISITATION OF 

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

 8:00 am—Don & Eileen Rivest  

  Requested by John & Cathy McKenna 

Wednesday, June 1st—Saint Justin, Martyr 

 6:00 pm—Deceased members of the 

Ladizki, Malone, & Brunet Families 

Thursday, June 2nd—Saints Marcellinus and 

Peter, Martyrs 

 8:00 am—Jonathan Kratovil—In Loving 

Memory  

  Requested by Marcella Kratovil 

Friday, June 3rd—Saint Charles Lwanga and 

Companions, Martyrs 

 8:00 am—Jim Manning, Isabella Manning, 

Linda Roberts & John Mercadante—Birthday 

Remembrances 

  Requested by the Family 

Saturday, June 4th  - FIRST SATURDAY 

 8:00 am—Maria Carmella Waterman  

  Requested by a Friend of the Family 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

Saturday, June 4th 

 4:00 pm—FOR THE PEOPLE 

 

SANCTUARY LAMP  

May 29-June 4 

Will Be Lit in Honor of 

Val ViVenzio—Birthday 

Remebrance 

Requested by his wife Barbara 

If you would like to request the Sanctuary Candle 

to be lit in honor of or in memory of someone,  

please contact the parish office. 

Please remember in your prayers:  Please pray for  
the sick and dying of our parish.  Remember all who 
are in hospitals, nursing homes and homebound. Pray 
for the hungry, the unemployed and under-employed.  
Pray for an end to abortion and a true respect for all 
life, from conception to natural death.  Pray for 
peace.  In a concrete way we pray for all those who 
have died and all the deceased members of our parish 
and diocese, especially Thomas Blanchard and Jean 
Ayette. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.  

 And let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace.  Amen. 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.   
Amen. 

IN MY MOTHER’S ARMS PRAYER LINE:   

If you have a serious intention 
that you need prayers for: 
surgery, sufferings, medical, 
illness, cancer treatment, a 
sick child, or anything like 
that, please give Pat (786-
3023) or Mary (786-9671) a 
call and you will have 
countless rosaries and prayers. 
If anyone else is interested in 
being a prayer partner, please 
call Pat or Mary. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Catholic+Clip+Art+mary&view=detailv2&&id=936945B835DF8C766AF3F5D3D1FF40D1EA695E62&selectedIndex=45&ccid=RWfBWwG0&simid=608043666600365984&thid=OIP.M4567c15b01b44102d5c1ba4e1542751co0


Indoor Lawn Party 
Due to record temperatures for the month of May, the annual Lawn Party was rolled indoors, 
where parishioners enjoyed festive treats, fellowship and music. 

Here is a home recipe (originating from the 1950s) 

shared by one of our faithful that we offer for mothers.  

NOTE: Be sure to consult with your child’s physician 

before using this formula! 

BABY  FORMULA  INGREDIENTS                        

CARNATION UNSWEETENED EVAPORATED 

MILK (use specifically for this formula)  

1 can 13oz. (354) Full fat Carnation Evaporated milk; 

2 1/3 Cups  (19 fluid ounces/562ml) of Clean water 

preferably slightly warm; 

2 Tablespoons of BlackStrap Molasses (best) Or 

Granulated white Sugar; 

Use bottles of choice, boil, cool,…6 bottles recipe.  

One (1) day use only! 

*Give separately as a nutritional Supplement; 

1 dose multi vitamin for infants daily/ Check with 

your Pediatric Physician. 

Mixing Instructions: Mix above ingredients  in well 

cleaned bowl or pan, or shaker, or blend until smooth. 

(IF using granulated white Sugar, be sure to mix until 

it has been dissolved completely). 

1 (ONE)  Batch Formula will last  l (One) Day 

Remember to make a new Batch each day.  Throw out 

remainder from day before even if not used. 

MAKE NEW BATCH EVERY DAY;  It is a work of 

LOVE  for your precious BABY. 

Proportion according to age of Baby 

0 – 2 Months =  2-3 ounces every 2 – 

3 hrs (approx. 24 oz. per day) 

2 – 3 Months =  4-5 ounces every 3 – 

4 hrs (approx. 32 oz. per day ) 

4 – 5 Months = 4-6 ounces every  

3 – 4 hrs  (approx. 32 – 36 oz per day) 

6+ Months = 6 – 8 ounces every  4 – 

5 Times a Day (approx. 32 – 40 oz 

per day) 

Remember to give multi vitamin per Pediatric 

instructions separately, never add to formula. 

REMEMBER! Only use Carnation Evaporated 

UNSWEETENED milk. 

Recipe used in the 1950s per Carnation Milk 

Calories 552… Total Fat 28.5g… Sat. Fat 17.3g… 
Cholesterol 19mg… Sodium 428 mg… Total Carbs 50g… 
Fiber 0g… Total Sugar  50g… Calcium 1173mg…  
Iron 4mg… Potassium 1647 mg 



  The Bottom Line 

 

 
Thank you for your generosity this Easter! 

 

2022 

Mass Attendance Easter Weekend: 464 

Collections at all the  

Easter Weekend Masses: $10,322 

WeShare Contributions  

Easter Weekend:    $1,259.50 

         $11,581.50 

2021 

Mass Attendance Easter Weekend: 389 

Collections at all the  

Easter Weekend Masses: $14,693 

WeShare Contributions  

Easter Weekend:    $1,740.33 

         $16,433.33 

2021-2022: Attendance for Triduum—up 24 percent | 

Attendance for Easter Sunday—up 20 percent 

  

COMING UP AT ST. JOHN’S 

Daily Mass Times: 8 am (M, T, Th, F) 6 pm (W) 
Confession Times: Wed. 4:30 pm, Sat., 2:45 pm 

Monday, May 30th—OFFICE CLOSED 

 6:00 pm  Ladies Exercise (PC3) 

Tuesday, May 31st 

 6:00 pm  Young & Catholic Women (PCR) 

Wednesday, June 1st 

 10:00am  Knitting Group (FJR) 

 12:00 pm Adoration (Church) 

 7:00 pm  Music Ministry (Church) 

 7:00 pm  Young & Catholic Men (LC) 

 7:00 pm  Pastoral Council (FJR) 

Thursday, June 2nd 

 8:45 am  Q & A / Coffee Hour (FJR) 

 6:00 pm  Ladies Exercise (PC3) 

 6:30 pm  Scouts (LC) 

Ministry to Sick & Homebound 
PASTORAL MINISTRY HOURS:  

Monday-Thursday from 9am-1pm  

Francesca Brandt, Pastoral Minister 

413-786-8105 ext. 105 |  sje.homebound@gmail.com 

HOSPITAL VISITS: HIPAA Medical Law restricts 
access to patient admittance information. On arrival 
via emergency transport or self-transport, be sure to 
ask for in-house Clergy information to have a visit 
with a Catholic Priest for an anointing of the sick. 

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY: If you or a family 
member are confined to home due to illness or are 
anticipating surgery, please contact the parish office 
to request a Pastoral visit with Francesca Brandt, 
P.M. She will bring Holy Communion, as well as, 
inform Fr. Pierz and Fr. Hurley of the visit. 

FOLLOW UP VISITS:  Upon request by 
contacting the pastoral minister, a follow-up visit will 
be made to the home post-surgery and/or illness 
during the recuperation period. 

HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND 
HOMEBOUND: One on One home care visits to 
the Sick and Homebound residents. Please call if you 
or someone you know would like to receive. 

HELP NEEDED: In this Spir itually Filled 
Vocation, help is needed to bring Holy Communion 
to confined Catholic residents, Home visits or 
Nursing home visits. Contact Francesca if you are 
interested in this Highly Spiritual Vocation, a given 
from your heart of Spiritual Love, bringing Jesus, the 
Holy Eucharist, to those who cannot receive HIM 
without help from you. Francesca will assist you and 
train you personally. ALL CALLS ARE 
CONFIDENTIAL. 

BEREAVEMENT:  A bereavement counseling 
visit may be prudent in helping the understanding of 
Our Blessed Lord’s words of never being left alone. 
Fr. John Hurley and Francesca are here to assist you 
during your grief prolongment. Allow your “Tears of 
Sorrow” to warm into “Tears of Hope and Fulfilment 
of Blessings”.  

ALL CALLS ARE CONFIDENTIAL: 413-786-8105 

PRAYER SHAWLS: If you have a family member, 
friend, or know someone who could benefit from a 
bit of extra comfort, please contact Francesca who 
will pass on the information to the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry. Each shawl includes the name of the prayer 
shawl Angel who crafted the shawl with prayerful 
love. Please note, the shawl must be picked up and 
delivered by the person who submitted the request. 
Call Francesca with your request and be sure to leave 
your phone number for a return call. 

News from the Finance Council 



Father’s Day  

Spiritual Bouquet 

If you would like a special 
man in your life, living or 
deceased, remembered in our 
priests’ intentions at Mass, 
Holy Hours, and the Divine 
Office, consider a Father’s 
Day Spiritual Bouquet 
Packet, available at the 
entrances of the church. 

PARISH RENEWAL PRAYER 

Father, in the beginning you created heaven and 
earth and in the fullness of time you restored all 
things through your son, Jesus Christ. 

You formed us and blew into us the Breath of 
Life. Send your Holy Spirit into our parish of St. 
John the Evangelist that he may give new life to 
our community. Soften our hearts. 

 Draw us deeper into the mystery of faith do as 
to reflect the light of your love in the hope that 
others will be drawn into our parish family.  

Help us work together with you to foster 
vocations to Holy Orders, Sacramental 
Marriage and Consecrated Life. 

Grant to the deceased of our parish the joys of 
love in the Heavenly Kingdom.  

This we ask you, Heavenly Father through Jesus 
Christ your son, who lives with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit.  

Above, please see our Parish Renewal Prayer said 
just before each Mass here at St. John’s.  Bring it 
with you to recite if you like.  You can cut it out and 
put it in your missalette that you bring to church! 

 

 

 

FORMED.org Supports Families as 

the Domestic Church 
The Parish FORMED subscription helps families 

build holy habits and create new prayer routines at 

home. Please consider donating to St. John’s to cover 

the cost of the annual FORMED.org subscription.  

Here is what our Parish subscription offers to Parish 

families:   

 FORMED Daily Reflections – short daily videos, 

subscribe to a daily email here 

 Pray at Home 

 Rosary 

 Praying the Rosary Like Never Before audio talk 

by Dr. Edward Sri  

 Divine Mercy Chaplet pray at 3pm daily  

 Way of the Cross pray especially on Fridays  

 Children’s Cartoons  

 Movie Night 

THE CATHOLIC FAITH ON DEMAND! 

A gift for you from the Parish! 

Register at formed.org with our Parish Code:  

27TKPJ 

Coffee, Fellowship 
and Q&A  

May 5th 

After the 8:00 am Daily Mass 

In the Father Joyce Room 

Join us for fellowship, and bring your  
Questions on Faith, Doctrine, Liturgy, Life,  

and all things Catholic   
for this Q & A session! 



“The Lord says to us, ‘Do not fear: I am with 
you’ (Isaiah 41:10). He speaks these words not as 
one who merely observes our pain, but as one who 
experienced immense suffering. And the very 
wounds that bear witness to his suffering indicate 
the essence of our identity and worth: we are loved 
by God. Reflecting on the healed wounds of the 
Risen Christ, we see that even our most difficult 
trials can be the place where God manifests his 
victory. He makes all things beautiful. He makes all 
things new.” 

Pro-Life Corner 
St. John’s Pro-Life Coordinators: 
Judy Cross-Donahue (Call Parish Office) 

Music Ministry Hymn of the Month 
The Music Ministry is pleased to announce its “Hymn 
of the Month” project! Beginning in June and 
continuing until Advent, one hymn will be selected as 
the Hymn of the Month. This will be sung every 
weekend of that month to give us all the opportunity to 
hear it many times and really get to know it.  

I hope that over time this will help us to build a 
repertoire of beautiful, Catholic hymns that we are all 
confident in singing together! 

If you have any questions about 
this project, please feel free to 
reach out to me through the Parish 
Office or via email, 
sje.musicdirector@gmail.com. 

Sincerely, 
Isabella Roberts-Manning, 
Director of Music Ministry 

Weekend of May 22, 2022 

“Pray, brethren, that my sacrifice and yours may be 
acceptable to God, the almighty Father” 

Weekly: $2,985 
Maintenance: $125 

Fuel: $194 
Loose: $596 

Loan Repayment: $294 
Online Giving: $1,189.50 

Total: $5,383.50 

Loan Update: 

Original Loan Amount : $275,000 

Loan Repayment Collected on May 22: $294 

Required Monthly Loan Payment: $5,049.05 

Loan Repayment Collected as of 4/30/22: $120,376.58 

Loan Balance as of 4/30/22: ($126,962.21) 

“May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and 
glory of His name, for our good and the good of all His holy Church.” 

Online Giving and Mass Offertory Collection 

While online giving is preferred by 
many, parishioners want to actively 
participate in placing something into the 
basket during Mass offertory collection. 

You can do both! 

Make a donation via our online portal, 
stjohnagawam.churchgiving.com, print 
your receipt to place in the basket 
during Mass each week. 



What’s Happening around the Diocese and beyond...  

Catholic Women’s Club Announcements 

FOREVER FASHIONS—Thursday, May 5 

The CWC “Forever Fashions” Fashion Show will 
feature ensembles from CHICO’s. Doors open at 
6:15, wine and cheese will be offered at 6:30, the 
show begins at 7:15. The evening includes raffles, 
door prizes and refreshments. Tickets are $15 each 
and are available by contacting club president 
Paula. Proceeds benefit the CWC scholarships. All 
are welcome to attend this festive event. 

CWC BANQUET—Tues., May 17, 6 pm 

The CATHOLIC WOMEN'S CLUB Banquet will 
take place at Storrowtown Tavern, in West 
Springfield, on Tuesday, May 17, 2022, beginning 
at 6:00. The evening begins with crackers, cheese, 
vegetables and fruit upon arrival. This will be 
followed by a buffet with salad, scrod, pot roast, 
chicken francaise, whipped potatoes, yellow and 
zucchini squash, bread & butter, coffee & tea. 
Dessert will be a fudge nut cake ball. The price is 
$30 and checks made out to the Catholic Women's 
Club should be sent to Betty Chapman, her address 

What’s Happening around the Parish...  

The Knights of Columbus are happy to be giving out 
two Scholarships for further education again this year. 
Please ask your Parish secretary for an application. 
Fill out the Application and mail to K of C, Council 
5585, P.O. Box 191, Agawam, MA 01001. 

Please return completed application by June 1st. We 
will be selecting one student from St. John’s and one 
student from Sacred Heart. 

If you have any questions, please contact Pete 
Briancesco via the Parish Office. 

is in the club book, by May 10, 2022. A cash bar will 
be available. The club's monthly meeting will follow 
after which the club's annual meeting will take place. 
If any questions or for more information, please 
contact any board member.   

 

Calling All 01001 Teens! 
You’re Invited to a  

TEEN YOUTH CONFERENCE 

JULY 29-31, 2022 @ THE MASSMUTUAL CENTER, SPRINGFIELD 

 

Steubenville East is a TEEN YOUTH CONFERENCE  

that is FUN, ENGAGING, and INSPIRATIONAL.  

Want to experience a life worth living?  

Come join teens from throughout the region.  

ALL TEENS WELCOME - YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BELONG TO A CHURCH. 

SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE FOR AGAWAM TEENS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact St. John the Evangelist Parish,  

(413) 786-8105  

to learn about scholarship opportunities.*   

*The cost per teen is $200; however, teens residing in Agawam (01001) might be eligible for a scholarship of 

$75 from St. John the Evangelist Parish, lowering the cost to $125 for the 3-day conference. 

Parishioners of St. John’s: If you would like to assist in further-reducing the cost for a teen to attend the 

Steubenville East Conference, please contact Fr. Pierz 

Watch an informative video: 

https://youtu.be/ulpg1_HDCgE 



What’s Happening around the Parish  

World Youth Day 
The Diocese of Springfield is partnering with Chris 
Dube Travel to offer a trip to World Youth Day in 
Lisbon, Portugal July 28 to August 8, 2023. The 
World Youth Day experience features two days at 
Fatima, exploration of important cultural, historical, 
and religious sites in Portugal and the opportunity to 
encounter millions of youth from around the world, 
joining together with Pope Francis for the World 
Youth Day experience in Lisbon. Ages 18 to 35 are 
welcome to attend. 

While pilgrims are highly encouraged to register as 
soon as possible if interested 
in fundraising the cost of the 
trip, the deadline to 
guarantee a spot is June 
15th 2022. After the 
deadline spots will be 
offered as available but not 
guaranteed. 
The cost to attend is $4,300 
and includes group travel 
insurance.  

What’s Happening around the Diocese  

Rosary Intention (week of May 29) 

Pray the Rosary for all pro-life advocates working 

to end the scourge of abortion, and for healing for 

those who experienced abortion in their lifetime. 






